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— An “Ambigtious Pattern”

IS some mherem ‘power to bug and tao

By Tom chker p " as he sees fit. i
.-The_ scope of the new bIIl also has
In this ea'rly stag of lts 11fe, the been ‘expandsd to include surveillance

l-‘c”'-“- ot

Carter Administration seems- t0.be in this _country by the National Secur- §

something of 2 hybrid oa civil hbemes nty Admmn;tratxon .which has’ been
—neither entirely careless of them nor vxrtually unchecked in the past

particularly devoted to. ﬁ’leﬂ' P"OWC“ « But Mr. Kennédy belieyes the Car-

tion. . -~ R *ter (wiretap bill also would ‘permit -

Mr. Carter hxmself appea.rs to have :more persons to be tappad under the

squelched, for instance, the early zeal . non-griminal standard than’ the Ford 5

of his C.LA. director, Stansfield Tur-.. t version~ would “have, * provides ‘less § - -

ner, for a law making the disclosure of - * protection for illegal alisns and for- ] ’

. Government secrets an illegal act. On- “eign_vVisitors, and reqiires Iass Cons.

. the other hand, given a cha'xce at:his iy e

s nferenceg this. week 16 exert égress:onal oversight ‘and “public dis-

onte behalf of the Wil iclosure of electronic’ surveillance ‘op- °
Some pressure on ot ine Wil--. erations and resuits, These reserva-

mmc;ton Ten,n Mr.,; -Carter - ?axd he tmna portending” hard Barga.mmg i
couldn’t comment on the specific case, ’; Comress appear to be Admnistration
which no doubt. ‘was prudent; buthe: Zohcessions to the secunty and mtel-"' 4
= then delivered a ringing endorsement. " ligence agencies. AP ]
of the “judicial system,” of -which the. .. ; N
Ten consider;themseives - prominent ~* - “The Admnustratxon S0 has ao-- ;
victims, -and- into whose-dubious per-: ;_proved the long-standing plan- of ‘the |
formance i in the Wilmington. gase.-Mr. » = Federal Bureau- of- Irrvestxgatz‘?n touse 1
Carter’s Justice Department:is Jooking, - itS comp'l,xter center. for .“message
Several '»Othen:‘developmenfs‘:fnrt_hep sthchmg -—-that is, as a x:md of cen-
suggest an a2mbiguous :Administration.
approach ta civil liberties guestions: goexe
Senator-Edward. Kennedy,. after long “ IN TH E N ‘4 TI ON

‘haggling with: the. Justice: Department, =
introduced ‘this -week- a_ bill to bring-: tra] swnchboard throuzh which = all-
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foreign intelligence:wiretapping- under - the ‘thousands -of ‘messages between -
- court control..On balance; as-Mr. Ken- - local and state police agencies would - § . .
nedy conceded in his introductory re-s Passs ¥ SR a s ager by o - .
marks, the:bill in notable pamcularsu__ The . da.ngers to -civil liberties and - T

is an advance over-a similar measure-: prtvacy in giving the F.B.L-such blan- -1 -
ke intreduced last.year on behalf of ; ket.access to.all police communica--
the Ford -Administration: Yet, the tlons had preduced Strong-opposition -
Senator said,. he still harbored: “my :: to the plan from the Ford Admzmstm
own serious reservations as to certain: »tJon, the ‘General: Accounting Office, .
sectxons" of the new bill Ll many state and.local police agencies, -
;oo and influential. members.of .Congress; -
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. = wzhey 1 7 including RepresentatxveJOhnE Moss,-
. 'I‘he Carter Admmnstrauon bill re- the - cwnl - liberties - watcbdov from
tains the controversial feature of the Cahfomla T surg 3 . .

earlier measure that would permit .- Carter Admxm;tratwn approval of
electronic” surveillance of an Afnerican — 'Ihe'xﬁessag&sxv1tcmnv plan cime on~
citizen withoat a =howmg that he or""-May 19, -according to David Bumham
she was committing or about to coms._:of The .New. York Times. That was.a
. mit a crime. But the new versxon,_ month before Mr. Carter’s special com- _
. unlike thie™old; “empowers™a" Federal ™ ‘mission’ “suggested ‘five names to him ~
’ judge to “go behind” the*Administra- "« for" possible appointment as -the. new )
tion’s certification and demand proof ' d;rector of the F.B.I. Having conducted .
. that information being secretly ‘trans- '-such an - exhaustive sea.rch for the
mitted by a citizen“targeted- for sufs™ “Fight'pérson to rebuild and bring new N
veillance is, in fact, harmful’ o’ the ‘Ieadershlp to the scandal-shaken F.B.I., .
interests of the United ‘Siates, ™ it seems stranae that Mr. Carter did
That’s 2 gain, and so is the elimina-: - not ‘Wait.until’ t.he bureau had shown
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tion in the new bill of 2 vague. “dis- ~itself to have shed its old, threatening - .
claimer” of intent to limit any inher-, soattitudes toward civil hbertxes before
ent power of the:President to wxretap he - appmyed tha messaae-sw;tchmv .
for nationat secunty purposes; a sim.. "< scheme <7ui 340 N Tt '-': )
ilar disclaimer in the-Safe Streets” Act e Still,” thxs is the same Adminisfration !
of 1968 would be repealed_ Thatwould iha,t xs /moving boldly to prosecute : 4 ¢
leave legislation as--the. “exclusivy.”_ F.B.I 3 agefits for past violations of the " v
: source of authority” for any form- of.« ,_.i;zw. ‘In-an_otherwise ambiguous pat- 1. o !
= electronic - su;vemance -and -—should =~-tern, that:action most nearly. suegests_:;
o .quash the nohon _that-a Presxdent has  a basic concern for the  Bill of Rights, { ~
T ves . »0-4

PO Lt

e Annroved For Release 2007/06/28 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100100087-8 %2



